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From the Book of Doctrine and Covenanis. 
SECTION. II. 
LECTURE 2.—ON FAITH. 
Continued from page 364. 

1. Having shown in our previous lecture 
‘faith itself—what it is,” we shall proceed 
toshow secondly, the object on which it rests. 

2. We ‘here observe, that God is the only 
supreme governor, and independent being, in 
whom all fulness and perfection dwells; who 
is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient; 
without beginning of days or end of life, and 


God blesssed them, and God said unto them, 
Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the 
earth, and subdue it: a have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth. ' 

9. And the Lord God said unto man, Be- 
hold, | have given you every herb bearing seed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree in the which is the fruit of a tree 
yielding seed; to you it shall he for meat. 

10. Again, Genesis ii. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,20: 


ghatin him every good gift, and very good prin. 


And the Lord God took the man, and put him 


ciple dwells; and that he is the Father ofjinto the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep 


lights: in him the principle of faith dwells 
independently; and he is the object in whom 
the faith of all other rational and accountable 
beings centres, for life and salvation. 

3. In order to present this part of the sub- 
ject ina clear and conspicuous point of light, 
it is necessary to go back and show the evi- 
dences which mankind have had, and the 
foundation on which these evidences are, or 
were bused since the creation, to believe in 
the existence of a God. . 

4. We do not mean those evidences which 
sre manifested by the works of creation, 
whieh we daily.behold with our natural eyes; 


Jesus Christ, the works of creation, through- 
out their vast forms and varieties, clearly ex- 
hibit his eternal power and godhead. Romans 
ji. 20: For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, he» 
ing understood by the things that are made: 
even his eternal power and Godhead. But 
we mean those evidences by which the firat 
thoughts were suggested to the minds of men 
that there was a Gud who created all things. 

5.: We shall now proceed to examine the 
gituation of man at his firstcreation. Moses, 
the historian, has given us the following ac- 


- eount of him in the first chapter of the book 


of Genesis, beginning with the 20th ip eee 
and closing with the 80th. We copy from 
the New Translation. 

6. And the Lord God said unto the Only 
Begotten, who was with him from the begin- 
ning, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness; and it was done. 

7. Audthe Lord God said, Let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sez, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps upon the earth. ~ 

8. So God created man in his own image. 
in the image of the Only Begotten created he 


it. And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, Of every tree of the garden you may 
freely eat; but of the treeof knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat of it, neither shall 
you touch it; nevertheless, you may choose for 
yourself, for it is given unto you; but remem- 
ber, that I forbid it: for in the day that you eat 
thereof you shall surely die. 
11. And out of the ground the Lord Ged 
formed every beast of the field, and every 
fowl of the air, and commanded that they 
should be brought unto Adam, to see what he 
would call them. * * ® And whatever 
Adam ealled every living creature, that was 


we are sensible, that after a revelation of!the name thereof. And Adam gave names to 


all the cattle, and to the fowl! of the air, and 
te every beast of the field» 

12. From the foregoing we learn man’s situ- 
ation at his first creation; the knowledge with 
which he was endowed, and the high and ex- 
alted station in which he was placed—lord ‘or 
governor of al] things on earth, and at the same 
time enjoying communion and intereourse 
with his Maker, without a vail to separate ber 
tween. We shall next proceed to examine 
the account given of his fall, and of his being 
driven out of the garden of Eden, and from 
the presence of the Lord. 3 

13. Moses proceeds: And they (Adam 
and Eve) heard the voice of the Lord God as 
they were walking in the garden in the eoo! 
of the day, and Adam and his wife hid them- 
selves from the presence of the Lord God a- 
mong the trees of the garden. And the Lord 
God called unto Adam, and said unto bim, 
Where are you going? And he said, } heard 
your voice in the garden, and 1 was afraid, 
because 1 beheld that 1 was naked, and Lhid 
myself. 

14. And the Lord God said unto Adam, 
Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten of the tree whereof I told you that 
you should noteat? If so you should surely die? 


him; male and female created he them. And/And the man said, the woman whom you gave 


? 
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meyand cemmanded that she should remain 
with me, gave me of the fruit of the tree, and 
1 did eat. 

15. Arid the Lord God said unto the wo. 
man, what is this whick you have done? 
And: the woman said. the serpent beguiled 

‘16. And again the Lord said unto the 
woman, [ will greatly multiply your sorrow. 
atid your conception: in sorrow you shall bring 
feeth ‘children; and your desire shall be to 
your husband, and he shall rule over you. 

17. And the Lord God said unto Adm, be- 


eause you have harkened unto the voice of|ffering unto the Lord. 


your wife, and have eaten of the fruit of the}: 
tree of which I commanded you, saying, You 
shall not eat of ii! cursed shall be the ground 
for your sake: in sorrow you shall eat of it all 
the days of your life. Thorns also, and this- 
tles shall it bring forth anto you: and you shal! 
eat the herb of the field. By the sweat of 
your face you shall eat bread, until you shall 
return unto the ground—for you shall surely 
die—for out of it yon were taken; for dus! 
you were, and anto dust you shall return. This, 
was immediatly followed by the fullfilmen: 
of what we previously said: Man was driven, 
or sent out of Eden. : 
«18. Two important items are shown from 
the former quotations; First, After man was 
created, he was not left without intelligence, 
or anderstanding, to wander in darkness, and 
spend an existence in ignorance and douht— 
on the great and important point which affect- 
ed his happiness,—as tc the real fact by 
whom he was é¢feated, or unto whom he was 
amenable for his conduct. God conversed 
with him facw to fice: sin his presence lie was 
rmitted to stand, and from his own month| 
was permitted to receive instruction—he 
heard his voice, walked before him, and gaz- 
ed upon his glory—while intelligence burs: 
vpon his dnderstanding, ard enabled him ‘o 
he names to the vast assemblage of his Muk- 
er’s works. 
19. Secondly, we have seen, that, though 
man did transgress, his transgessions did not 
deprive him of the previous knowledge with 
which he was endowed, relative to the exis- 
tence and glory of his Creator, for no sooner! 
did he hear his voice, than he sought to hide 
himself from his presence. 3 
20. Having shown, then, in the first in- 


and bore record of the 


the revelations of God to them. 
In procesa cf time Cain brought of the frait 
of the ground, an offering anto the Lord.— 


22. After Adam had been @riven out of the | 


garden, he began totill the earth, and to have 
dominion over all the beasts of the field, and to 
eat his bread by the sweat of his brow, as the 


Lord had comminded him: and he called up# 


on the name of the Lord, and so did Eve his 
wile also. 
Lord from the way toward the garden of Eten, 
speaking unto them; and they saw him not, | 
for they were shut oat from his presence, but 


And they heard the voice of the 


1@ gave unto them cominandments that they 


should worship the Lord their God, and 
should offer the firstlings of their flocks of an 


And Adary was obe- 
lient unto the commandment. | 


24. And the angel said unto him, This 


thing is a similitude of the sacrifice of the 


Only Begotten of the Father, whois full of 
yrace and truth. And yon shall doall that 


you do in the naine of the Son: and you shall 


repent and call upon God in his name forever. 
Iu that day the Holy Spirit fell upon Adam, 
ather and the Son. 
25. This last quotation, or summary shows 
this important fact, that thongh our first 
parents were driven out of the garden of Eden, 
and were even separated from the presence of 
God, by a vail, they still retained a knowl- 


edge of his existence, and that sufficiently 
to move them tv ealluponhim. And further, 


that no sooner was the plan of redemption re- 
vealed to man. and he began to call upon 
God, thanthe Holy Spirit was given, 
record of the Father and Son. 

26. Moses also gives us an account, in 


the 4th of Genesis, of the transgression of 


Cain, and the righteousness of Abel, and of 
He says} 


And Abel also brought of the firstlings of his 


flock, and of the fat thereof. And the Lord 
had respect unto Abel, and to his offering: 
but unto Cain and his offering he had uot re- 
spect. 
him. And Cain was very angry, and his 
countenance fell. 
Cain, Why are you angry? Why is your 


Now satan knew this and. it pleased 


And the Lord said unto 


stance, that God began to converse with manjcountenance fallen? If yon do well, will you 


' jmmediatly after he “breathed into his nostrils| 
the breath of life’? and that he did not cease tn 
manifest himself to him, even after his fall, 
we shall next proveed to show, that, though 
he was cast out from the garden of Eden, his 
knowledge of the existence of God was not 
lost, neither did God cese to manifst his will 
ante him. | 
81. We next proceed to present the account 
of the direct revelation which man received, 
sfter,he was cast out of Ejen, and further copy 
_ fgom the New Translation: 
> 


with his brother Abel. 
in the field, Cain rose up against his brother 


not heaccepted?—And if you do not well, sin 
lies at the door, and satan desires to have you; . 
and except you shall hearken. unto my com- 
mandments, | will deliver you: up: and. it 
shall be unto you according to his desire. 


27. And Cain went into the field and talked 
And while they were 


Abel, and slew him. And Cain gloried in 
what he had done, saying, I am free! surely 


the flocks of my brother will fall into my. 
\hands. 


23. And after many days an angel of the — 
Lord appeared unto Adam, saying, why doyon 
offer sacrifices unto the Lord? And Adam 
said unto him, I know not; but the Lord com- 
manded me to offer sacrifices. 


bearing 
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- till the ground, she shall not henceforth yield 


chimeelf to. him and his posterity: and not 


God communicated the knowledge which he 


of a God: and through this means, doubtless, 


that ench a being existed. 


28. But the Lord said unto Cain, Where is 
Abel yonr brother? _ And he said, I know not: 
am I my brother’s keeper? And the Lord 
said, What have you done? the voice of your 
brother’s blood cries unto me from the ground. 
And now, you shall be cursed from the earth 
which has opened her mouth to recieve your 
brother’s blood, from your hand. When you 


unto&you her strength. A fugitive and a 
va d also, you shall be in the earth. 


29. And Cain said unto the Lord, Satan 
tempted me because of my brether’s flocks.— 
And I was also angry; for his offering was 
accepted, and mine wasnot. My punishment| 
is greater than 1 can bear. Behold, you have 
driven me out this day from the face of men, 
and from your face shall 1 be hid also; and 
I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the 
earth; and it shall come to pass that every 
one that finds me will slay me, because of 
my oath; for these things are not hid from the 


387 


Lord. And the Lord said unto him, therefore, 
whoever slays Cain, vengeance shall be taken 
on him seven-fold. And the Lord set a mark 
— Cain least any finding him should kill 

im. 

30. The object of the forgoing quotations 
is to show to this class the way by which 
mankind were first made acquainted with the 
existence of a God: that it was by a mani- 
festation of God to man, 
ued, after man’s transgression to: manifest 


withstaniing they were separated from his 
iumediate presence, that they could not see 
his face, they contiued to hear his voice. 

31. Adam thus being made acquainted with 


had unto his posterity; and it was through 
this means that the thought was first sugzest- 
ed to their minds that there was a God.—| 
Which jaid the foundation for the exercise of 
their faith through which they could obtain a) 
knowledge of his characier and also of his 
giory. 
32. Not only was there a manifestation 
made unto Adam of the existence of a God, 
but Moses infuros us as before quoted, tha 
God condescended to talk with Cain after his 
great transgression, in slaying his brother, and 
that Cain koew that it wasthe Lord that was 
talking with him: 80 that when he was driven 
out from the presence of his brethren, he car- 
ried with him the knowledge of the existnece 


his posterity becaine acqaainted with the fact 


33. From this we can see that the whole 
human family, in the early age of their exis- 
tence, in all their different branches, had this 
knowledge disseminated among them; so that 
the existence of God bevame an object o 
faith in the early ageof the world. And the 
evidences which these men hed of the exi 


and that God contio-/- in that time down to the present, is in a eer- 


tain degree, dependent on 
communicated to them b 
genitor; and ithas been handed down to the. 
day and generation in which we live, as we 
shall show from the face of the sacred re- 


cords, 


tenee of a God, was the testimoay of their 
fathersin the firstinstance. 

34. The reason why we have been thus 
particular on this part of our subject, is, that 
this class may see hy what means it wae that; 
God became an object of faith among men 
after the fall; and what it was that stirred up. — 
the faith of multitudes to feel after him; to. 
search after a knowledge of his character, per- 
fections and attributes, until they © ex- | 
tensively acquainted with him; and not only. 
commune with him, and behold his glory, but 
be partakers of his power, and stand in bis 
presence. 

$5. Let this class mark particularly that 
the testimony which these men had of the ex- 
istence of a God, was the testimony of man; 
for previous to the time that any of Adam’s 
posterity had obtained a manifestation of God. 
to themselves, Adam their common father had 
testified unto them of theexistence of God. 
and of his eternal power and Godhead. | 

36. For instance, Abel, before he received: 
the: assurance from heaven that his offerings 
were acceptable unto God, had received the 
important information of his father that such 


a being did exist, who had created, and who. 
did uphold all things. 
a doubt existing onthe mind of any 


Neither can there be 


Know! 
teri- 


that Adam did first communicate the 


edge of the existence of a God, to his pos 


and that the whole faith of the world, 


e knowledge firat. 
their common pro-. 


37. First, Adam was 130 years old when A 


Seth was.born. Gen v. 3. And the days of | 


Adam. after he had begotten Seth, were 800 . 


years making him 930 years old when he, 
died. Gen. v. 4, 5. 


Seth was 105 when. 
Enos was born. v. 6. Enos 90when Cajie | 
nan was born, v.9. Cainan was 70 when. 
Mahalaleel was born. v. 12. Mahalaleel. 
was 65 when Jared was born. v.15. Jared. 
was 162 when Enoch was born. v. 18.— 
Enoch was 65 when Methusaleh was horn. v.. 
21. Methusaleh 187 when Lamech was born. 
v. 25. Lamech was 182 when Noah was. 
born. v. 28. 
38. From this account it appears that, 
Lamech, the 9th from Adam, and the father: 
of Noah, was 56 years old when Adam died; 
Mettusaleh 243: Enoch, 308; Jared, 470;- 
Mahalaleel, 535; Cuainan, 605; Enos 695; 
and Seth 800. 
39. So that Lamech, the father of Noah; 
Methusaleh, Enoch, Jared, Mahalaleel, Cai-. 
naan, Enos, Seth, and Adam, were all living: 


at the same time, and heyond all centzoveray, 
were all preachers of 
40. Moses further e us, thet Seth 


| 
| | 
¢ 
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lived, after be beget Hace, gears 


lint 91D old'at‘his degth. Gen. v. 7, 8. 
And Enos lived, aftet he begat Cainaan, 815 
years; making him 905 ‘years old when he 
died. -#. 10,11: And Cainaan lived after he 
Géegat Mahalaleé!, 840 years, making him 910 
fe old at his death. v. 13,14. And Ma- 
elaléel Hved, after he begat Jared, 830 years: 
takfig him 895 years old when he died. v. 
18,17. And Jared lived after be begat Enoch 
800 years: making him 962 years old at his 
Weath. v. 19,20. And Enoch walked with 
God; after he begat Methusaleh 300 years: 
taking him 365 years old when he was trans- 
lated. v,. 22,§23. And Methusaleh lived, 
after he begat Lamech, 782 years: making 
him rie ony old when he died. v. 26, 27. 
Eamech lived, after hebegat Noah. 595 years: 
rp sda 777 years old when he died. v. 
0,' | 
41. Agreeably to this account, Adam died 
in the 980th year of the world, Enoch was 
translated in the 987th, Seth died in the 
1042nd; Enos in the 1240th, Cainan in the 
F335th, Mahalaleel in the 1290th, Jared in the 
¥422nd, Lamech in the 1651st, and Methusa- 
leh in the 1656th, it being the same year in 
which the flood came. 
© 42, So that Noah was 84 years old when 
Epos‘died, 176 when Cainan died, 234 when 
Mahalaleel died, 366 when Jared died, 595 
when Lamech died, and 600 when Methusa- 
leh ‘died. 
‘a3. We can see from this that Enos, Cai- 
iin; Mahalaleel, Jared, Methusaleh, Lamech, 
and Noah all lfved upon the earth at the same 
tfihe. And’that Enos, Cainaan, Mahalaleel, 
Jared Methusaleh, and Lamech, were all ac- 
quuinted ‘with both Adam and Noah. 
44. From the foregoing itis easily to be 
seen, not only how the knowledge of God 
the into the world, but upon that principle 
it ‘was preserved: that from the time it was 
communicated, it was retained in the 
minds of righteous men, who taught, not only 
thelr own posterity, but the world; so that 
there ‘was no need of a new revelation to 
eects Adam’s creation, to Noah, to give 
jem the first idea or notion of the existence 
ofa God: and not only of a God, but of the 
trde and living God. | 
Having traced the chronology of 
world froth; Adam to Noah, we will! trace it 
1} Noah to Abraham. Noah was 502 
years old when Shem was born: 98 yeers 
afferward the flood came, being the 600th year 
@t Noah’s age. Moses informs us that 
Noah lived after the flood; $50 years: making 
him ‘950 years old when he died. Gen. xi. 28, 


ras 100 years old when Arphax- 


| 


born. Gen. xi. 10. Arphaxed wasidied before Noa 


96° ‘whet Salah® wasshorn. xi. 1 
was 30 when Eber was born. xi. 14. 

waa 34 whér Péleg was born’: in whose 
was “divided. 


xi. 


count, that from the flood to the bir 


when Setug was born, xi. 20. Serug was 
30 when Nahor was born. xi. 23, Nahor 
was 29 when Terah was born. 11,24. .Terah 
was 70 when Haran and Abraham were born. 
xi. 26. 
47. Thereis some difficulty in the account 
givenby Moses, of Abraham’s birth. Some 
have supposed, that Abranam was not born 
until Terah was 130 years old. This con- 
clusion is drawn from a variety of seriptures, 
which are not to our purpose at present to 
quote. Neitheris ita matter of any conse- 
quence to us whether Abraham was born 
when Terah was 70 years old, or 130. But 
in orderthat there may no doubt exist upon 


any mind, in relation to the object lying im- 


mediately before us, in presenting the present 


chronology, we will date the birth of Abra- 


ham at the latest 


that is ‘when Terah 
was 130 years old. 


It. appears from this ace 
th of Abra- 


ham was 352 years. 
Shem lived, 


- 48. Moses informes us that 


after he begat Arphaxed, 500 years. Gen. xi. 


11. This added, to 100 years, which was his 


age when Arphaxed was born,’makes him 600 
years old when he died. Arphaxed lived, after 
he begat Salah, 403 years. xi. 13. This add- — 
ed to 35 years, which was hisage when Saleh 

was born, makes him 438 years old when he 
died. Salah lived, after he begat Eber, 403 

years. xi. 15. This added to30 years, which 
was his age when Eber was born, makes him 

433 years old when he died, 
after he begat Peleg, 480 years. xi. 17. This 
added to 34 years, whieh was his age when 
Peleg was born, makes him 464 years old.— 


Eber lived, 


Peleg lived, after he begat Reu,-209 years. 


xi. 19. This added ‘to 30 years, which was 
his age when Reu was born, makes him 239 
years old when he died. 
begat Serug, 207 years. xi. 21. 
to 32 years, which was his age when Serng 
was born, makes him 239 years old when he 
died. Serog lived, after he begat Nahor, 200. 
years. xi. 23. This added to 30 years, which 
was his age when Nahor was born,. makes 
h 
e 


Reu lived, after he 
This added 


9 230 years old when he died. Nahor liv- 
, after he begat ‘Terah, 119. years. xi. 25. 


This added to 29 years, which was his age 
when ferah was born, makes him 148 years 
old when he died. Terah was 130. years old 


when Abraham was born, and is supposed to 


have lived 75 years after his birth; making 


him 205 years old when he died. 

49. Agreeably to this last account, Peleg 
died in the 1996th year of the world, Nahor 
in 1997th, and Noah in the 2006th. So-that 
Peleg, in whose days the earth was divided, 
and Nahor the grandfather of Abraham, both 
the former being 239 years 


2. Salahjold, and the Jatter 148. And who cannot 
Eber|but see, that they must have had a Jong.and 
| daysjintimate a 
xi. 16. Peleg was} 50 

18. wai 33/world, Serug 


cquaintance with Noah. 
Reu .died inthe 2026th year of the 
in the 2049th, Terah in the 


time. 
. when Arphaxed died, 118 when Salah died, 


-Arphaxed, Salah, Eber Reu, Serug, Terah, 


in preserving the knowledge of God in the 
world, from the creation of Adam, and the 


ture, 80 that the stadents, in this class, need 


‘on this subject; for they can easily see, that it 
is impossible forit to be otherwise; but that 


_ tion which he first made to our father Adam, 
‘ when he stood in his presence, and conversed 


tion of the haman faimly are made acquainted; 
with the important fact that there isa God 


after him, until like Enoch the brother 
of J 


face to face. 


3 328s 


-2083rd, Arphaxed in the 2096th Salah in the| 56, We have now clearly set; forth howst 


2126ih, Shem ia the 2158th, Abraham in the 
9183rd and Eber in the 2187th: which was4 
years after Abraham’s death. And Eber 
was the fourth from Noah. 

51. Nahor, Abraham’s brother, was 58 


_ years old when Noah died, Terah 128, Serug 


187, Reu 219, Eber 283, Salah 313, Arphax- 


344, and Shem 448, 


53. It appears from this account, that 


- Nahor, brother of Abraham, Terah, Nahor, 


Serug, Rev, Peleg, Eber, Salah, Arphaxed, 
Shem, and Noah, all lived on the earth at the 
And that Abraham was 16 years 
old when Reu died, 41 when Serug and his 
brother Nahor died, 75 when Terah died, 88 


150 when Shem died, and that Eber lived 4 
years after Abraham’sdeath. And that Shem, 


and Naher, the brother of Abraham, and 


is, and how it was, that God became an. ohjnet 
of faith for rational beings; and alse, gpon 
what foundation the testimony was based, - 
which excited the enquiry and dilligent seargh 
of the ancients saints, to seek after and obigin _ 
a knowledge of the glory of God: and we 
have seen that it was human festimony, aad 
human testimony only, that excited. this ep- 
quiry, in the first instance in, theiz minde—it 
was the credence they gave to the. testimany 
of their fathers—this testimony haviog arous- 
ed their minds to enquire after the knowledge 
of God, the enquiry frequently terminated, 
indeed always terminated, when rightly par- 
sued, in the most glorious discoveries, and 
EXTRACT FROM THE BOOK OF 
BOOK OF NEPHI; CHAPTER Vi, 


is 


Abraham lived at the same time. And that 
Nahor, brother of Abraham, Terah, Serug, 
Reu, Eber, Salah, Arphaxed, and Shem, were 
all acquainted with both Noah and Abraham. 


53. We have now traced the chronology o 


the world, ow to the account given ip 
present 


ible, from Adam to Abraham, 
and have clearly determined, beyond the pow- 
er of controversy, that there was no difficulty 


manifestation made to his immediate descend- 
ants, as set forth in the former part of this lec- 


not have any dubiety restifg on their minds, 


the knowledge of the existence of a God, must 
have continued from father to son, a8 a matter 
of tradition at least. For we cannot suppose,| 
that a knowledge of this important facet, could 
have existed in the mind of any of the before 
mentioned individuals, without having made it 
known to their posterity. 

64. We have now shown how it was ches 
the first thought ever existed in the mind o 
any individual, that there was such a being 
as a God, who had created and did uphold al! 
things: that it was by reason of the manifesta- 


with him face to face, at the time of his crea- 


55. Let us here observe, that after any por- 


who has created and whv does uphold all 


things, the extent of their knowledge respect-|with their dumb, and witb al] 
_ ing his charact er and glory, will depend } 


upon their dilligence and faithfulness in seek- 


Behold, now jit came to pass that; whan 
Jesus had spoken these wards, he looked 
round about again.on the multitude, and 
said unto them, behold, my time is at pagd. 
I perceive that. ye are weak, thet ye ¢anuet 
understand all my words which 1 am: 
manded of the Father to speak unto -you'at 
this time: tharefore, go ye unto your homas, 
apd ponder upon the things whieh I hate 
said, and ask of the Father, in my name, fet 
ye may understand, and prepare your minds 
for the morrow, and I come unto you egain. 
But now I go unto the Father, and alsote shew 
myself unto the lost tribes of ,Ierael, for th 
are not lost unto the Father, for he. know 


whither he hath takenthem. 

And it came to pass that when. Jesus bad 
thus spoken, he cast his eyes round abont 
again on the multitude, and beheld they were 
in tears, and did look steadfastly upon. him, 
as if they would ask him to tarry a little 
longer with them, And he sajd unto them, 
behuld, my bowels are filled with compasaien 
towards you, have ye any that are sick 
among you, bring them hither. Have ye any 
that are Jame, or blind, or halt, or maimed, or 
leprous. or that are withered, or that aredeaf, 
jor that are afflicted in any manner, bring them 
hither, and 1 will heal them, for I have .com- 
passion upon you; my bowels are filled with 
mere; for 1 perceive ,that ye desire thatsI 
should shew unto you what 1 have done unto 
our brethren at Jerusalem, for I see that:yoer 
faith is sufficient, that I, should heal you. «:: 

And it came to pass that when he had thas 
epoken. all the multitude, with one accord, 
did go forth, with their sick, and their afiliet- 
\ed, and their lame, and with their blind, and 
afflicted in any manner; and he did heab them 
every one as they were. brought forth.anto 


ared, and' Moses, they shall obtain faith 
in God, and power with Kim to behold, him 


him; and hey did al), both they whobad béen 
healed, and they who were whole, .bow domn 
at hia feet, and. did worship. bias vand as 
mapy a8 could came, for 


kive nie feet, insomuch that they did bathe|sit themselves down upon the earth. And 


his feet with their wars. 
Andit came to pass that he commanded 


when the disciples had come with the bread 
and wine, he took of the bread, and brake and 


that their little children should be brought.—|blessed it; and he gave unto the disciples, 


So they brought their little children and satjand commanded that they shonid eat. 


them down upon the ground round about him, 
and Jesus stqod 


him. 


the midst, he commanded the multitude 
thet they should kneel down upon the ground. 
And it came to pass that when they had knelt 
upon the ground, Jesus groaned within him- 
oelf, and saith, Father, lam troubled because 
of the wickedness of the people of the house 
ofIsrael. And when he said these words, he 
himeelf also knelt upon the earth; and behold 
he prayed anto the Father, and the things 
which he prayed, cannot be written, and the 
_saultitade did heer record who heard him.— 
And after this manner do they bear record; 
the eye hath never seen, neither hath the 
ear heard, before, 80 great and marvelous 
ree. as we saw and heard Jesus speak unto 
the Father; and no tongue can speak, neither 
ean there be written by any man, neither can 
the hearts of men conveive so great and mar- 
_ welous things as we both saw and heard 
‘Jesus speak; and no one can conceive of the 
‘fey which filled our souls at the time we 
heard him pray for us anto the Father. 
And it came to pass that: when Jesus had 
made an end of praying unto the Father, he 
grose; but great was the joy of the multi- 
tude, that they were overcoine. And it came 
to pass that Jesus spake unto them, and bade 
them arise. Andthey arose from the earth, 
‘and he said unto them blessed are ye because 
‘of your faith. And now behold, my joy is 
-fall.. And when he had said these words, he 


And 
when they had eat, and were filled, he com- 


| in the midst; and the multi-/manded that they ehould give unto the mul~ 
tude gave way till they had all been brought/titude. 


And when the multitude. had eaten 


And itcame to pass that whenjand were filled, he said unto his disciples, 
‘they had all been brought, and Jesus stood in| 


hehold, there shall one be ordained among 
you, and to him will I give power that he shall 
brake bread, and bless it, and give it unto the 
people of my church, unto all those who shall 
believe and be baptized in my name.— 
And this shall ye always observe to do, 
leven as I have done, even as I have broken 
bread, and blessed it, and gave it unto you. 
This shall ye do in remembrance of my body, 
which I have shewn unto you. And it shall be 
a testimony unto the Father, that ye do always 
remember me. And if ye do always remem~ 
ber me, yeshall have my spiiit to be with you. 
And it came to pass that when he had said 
these words, he commanded his disciples that 
they should take of the wine of the cup, and 
drink of it, and that they should also give it 
utno the multitude, that they might drink of 
it. And it came to pass that they did so, 
and did drink of it, and were filled; and they 
gave unto the multitude, and they did drink, 
and they were filled. And when the disci- 
ples had done this, Jesus said unto them, 
blessed are ye for this thing which ye have 
done, fur this is fulfilling my commandments, 


are willing to do that which I have command- 
ed yeu. And this shall ye always do to those 
who repent and are baptized in my name; 
and ye shalldo it in rememberance of my 
blood, which I have shed for you, that ye 
may witnesa unto the Father that ye do al- 


t, and the moltitude bear record of it,;ways remember me. And if/ye do always re- 
nd he took their little children, one by one.|member nie, ye shall have/my spirit to be 


__ and blessed them, and prayed unto the Father|with you. And I give 


yous command- 


‘for them. And when he had’ done this heiment that ye shall do these things. And if 


again, and he spake unto the multitude, 
and saith anto them, behold your little ones. 
And as they looked to behold, they cast their 
eyes up towards heaven, and they saw the) 
heavens open and they saw angels descending 
ent of heaven as it were, in the midst of fire; 
‘gad they came down and encircled those little 
‘ones about; and they were encircled about 
‘with fire; and the angels did minister unto 
them, and the multitude did see and hear, 
+and bear record; and they know that their re~ 
‘eordis true, for they all of them did see-and 
- bear, every man for himself; and they were 


ye shall always do these things, blessed are 
ye,jfor ye are built upon my rock. Bat whoso 


among you shall do more or less than these, 


are not built upon my rock, but are built upon 
a sandy foundation; and when the rain de~ 
scends, and the floods come, and the winds 
blow, and beat upon them, they shall fall, 
and the gates of hell areready open to receive 
them; therefore blessed are ye if ye shall keep 
my commandments, which the Father hath 


Verily, verily I say unto you, ye must watch 
and pray always, lest ye may be tempted by 


‘#m namber about two thousand and five hund- 


they did consist uf men women 


the devil, and ye are led away captive by 
him. And asf have prayed among you, even 
so shall ye pray in my church, among my 


+. Aad it oume to pasa that Jesus command. people who do repent and are baptized in my 


disciples that they 


should bring forthjname. Behold I am the light; I have set an 


| ‘qamie bread and wine unto him. And whilejexample for yon. 


7 re eet oe for the bread and wine, he| And‘it came to pass that when Jesus had 
the-multitade that they should|spoken these words unto his disciples, hie tur- 


land this doth witness unto the Father that ye | 


commanded me that I should give unto you. | 


96 
| 
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ned again unto the multitude, and said untolunto him whom the Father condemneth aiid 


them, beh Id; verily, verily | say unto you, ye 
must watch and pray dlways, lest ye enter 
ito temptation; for satan desireth to have 
you, tiathe may sift you as wheal; there- 
fore ye must always pray unto the Father in 
my name, and whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, which is right believe- 
ing that ye shai] receive, behold it shall be 
given unto you. Pray in your families unto 


I gave you these commandments, becapse 
disputations which have been among yop,— 
And blessed are ye if ye have no disputations _ 
among you. And now! go unto the Father 
hecause it is expedient that 1 should go unto 
the Father for your sakes. | : 
And it came to pass that when Jesus had 
madean end of these sayings, he touched with 
his hand the disciples whom he had chosen, 
one by one, even until he had touched them 


the Father always in my name, that your 
wives and your children may be blessed,— 


all, and spake unto them as he touched them; 


And behold, ye shall meet together oft, andjand the multitude heard not the words which 
ye shall not forhid any man from comingjhe spake, therefore they did not bear record; 


unto you when ye shall meet together, but 
suffer them that they may come unto you. and 
forbid them not; but ye shall pray for them, 
and shall not cast them out, and if so be 
that they come unto you oft, ye shall pray for 
them unto the Father, in my name; therefore 


hold up your light that it may shine unto the 
world. Behold I am the light which ye shall 


but the disciples bear record that he gave 
them power to give the Holy Ghost. And I 
will show unto you hereafter that thia record 
is true. | 
And it came to pass that when Jesus had 
touched them all, there came a cloud and 
overshadowed the multitude, that they could 
not see Jesus. And while they were over- 


hold up—that which ye have seen me do.—/|shadowed, he departed from them, and dscend- 


Behold ye see that I 


ave prayed unto thejed intoheaven. And the disciples saw and 
_ Father, and ye all have witnessed; and ye/did bear record that he ascended agaia into 


see that 1 have commanded that none of youjheaven. : 


should go away, but rather have commanded 
that ye should come anto me, that ye might 


We have before us a letter fiom Elder 


feel and see; even go shall ye do unto the|\Wm. Small to his step-brother, Elder . J. 


world; and whosoever breaketh his command- 
ment,suffereth himself tobe led into temptation. 

And now it came topass that when Jesus 
had spoken these words, he turned his eyes 


Cooper of this city, dated St. Louis Mo. 
Oct. 26. 1845, from which we make the fol- 


lowing extract: 


again upon the disciples whom he had choser, 
and said unto them, behold verily, verily } 
say unio you, I give unto you another con- 
mandment, and then { must go unto my Fath. 
er, that 1 may falfil other commandments 


which he hath given me. And now behold, 


this is the commandment which 1 give unto 
you, that ye shall not saffer any one knowing. 
ly, to partake of my flesh and blood unwothily, 
when ye shall minister it, fur whosoeateth and 
drinketh my flesh and blood unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh damnation to his sou); therefore i 

ye know that a man is unworthy toeatand drink 
of my flesh and blood, ye shall forbid him; 


Dear Brotuer.—| received yours and was 
glad tohearfrom you. I rejaicethat you have 
fulfiled your mission, so far as it was in your 
power, according to your appointment at the 
conference, and also in the saccess you had; 
that you have been the means of saving some, 
and spreading the truth of the glorious King- 
Jom of the king of kings, whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, that which. shall 
stand when heaven and earth shell pass. a- 
way. 
ear brother, when I view the rock from 
whence, we have been hewn, I feel to humble 
myself in the dust before my heavenly Father 


nevertheless ye shall not cast him out from/for his goodness and mercy which.he has ex- 
among you, but ye shall minister unto him, andjtended unto us; that we have the privilege, 
shall pray for him unto the Father, in my|in the dispensation of the fulness of times, to 
name, and if it so be that he repenteth, and is|stand in onr lot with that number who shail 
baptized in my name, then shall ye receivejbring in the rest of God. My prayer to my 
him, and shall minister unto him of my flesh|heavenly Father is, that we throagh the grace 
and blood; bat if he repent not, he shall notlof God, may stand in all righteousness before 
be numbered among my people, that he mayjhim until the time of the end; that we may 
net destroy my people, for behold I know myjhe crowned kings and priests unto the Most 
sheep, and they are numbered; nevertheless|High; that we may have a part in the first 
ye shall not cast him out of your synagogues,|resurrection, and live for ever more. May 
or pon places of worship, for unto sochjour desires never be to exalt ourselves, nor 
shall ye continue to minister; for ye know notito lay up treasures apon earth but that we 
bat what they will return and repent, andjmay make use of the tallent that God .has 
come unto me with full purpose of heart, andjcommanicated unto ut that we may heer the 
I shall heal them, and ye shall be the means of|welcome _plaudit, “come ye b! of my . 
bringing salvation antothem. Therefore keep|Father inherit the kingdom pre -for yoa 
these sayings which | have commanded you,|from the foundation of the world; and may we 
that ye come under condemnation, for wojso live before God, thet we may. hold com- 


? 


| 


miunign with him, and receive revelations and| 
instraction by the gift of his Holy Spirit, also 
the administration of angels and visions, and 
obtain that faith once delivered to the saints, 


— 
Latter Day Saints, before to us unknown, ex- 
pressing their faith and confidence in elder 


Rigdon as the legal president of the church of 
Christ, and they feel, cheerfully, to acknowl- 


that we may go forth in the strength of er ae" him as their prophet, seer, and revelator; 


rael’s God, and set forth the principles of eter- 
nal life to a crooked and perverse generation. 

. William Smith is in this city, about to lec- 
ture 2 
is making is enough to make the blood o 
any human being run cold—he has sent me 
two letters wishing me to join him, but thank 
heaven, | have embraced a better cause, one 


inst the T'welve—the disclosures of 


and as such they will uphold him by the prayer 
of faith. 3 

A voiee from Fredricksburgh Va. calling 
for instruction in matters pertaining to the 
kingdom of heaven—a voice from Franklin 


Mills O. and other plaees making the same re- 
quest—all of which affords evidence. incontro- 


that will stand when he, with the apostates 
at Nauvoo, will have perished and gone down 
to perdition. | 
Iam sorry thatI could not attend confer- 
ence at Philadelphia, but my circumstances 
would not admit; 1 have concluded to remai 
here this winter and prepare to go forth in the 
spring, as God shall give me ability, to de- 


vertable, that the spirit of the Lord is moveing 
upon the honest in heart, and causing them to 
lay hold of the trath—and that he will turn and 
overturn until he reigns whose right itis to 


reign. 

Besides these testimonials from strangers, 
and places where our elders have not been, the 
traveling elders continue to be blessed in their 
labors, by adding souls to the kingdom. Elder 


clare glad tidings of great joy to the children 
‘ofmen. Yours, &c. WM. SMALL. 


MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. NOVEMBER 1845. 


Zr We have on hand, the Ist vol. of the 
Messenger, which we can furnish to our friends 
at #1, unbound, « orat $1,37, bound in good style. 


- £3 This No. of ourpaper has been delay- 


Wm. Brothers writes from Michigan, Nov. 3 
and says; 1 have organized a branch of the 
church, at Flat Rock, this, state, of 6 members, 
with 1 elder, | priest and a teacher; they are 
all rejoicing in the kingdom of God,—we have 
excellent meetings, the Lord is in our midst— 
he has bestowed upon us the gift of healing, so 
that the sick have been healed in his name by 
the layingon of hands.” He says the call for 
preaching in that region is great; can any of 
the elders go to his assitance, 

We learn, verbally from elder J. Hatch jr. 
that he has been laboring In the western part 


ed near two weeks waiting for the preparations 


of the conference minutes; they have, however, |there was a general good feeling wherever he | 


been prepared, and we are happy to say to our 
friendy that weare enabled to give them in tull in 
this paper—owing to their length, much other 
very interesting matter is necessarily cowded 
out; but notwithstanding their length, we feel as- 
sured that all the saints will agree with us that 
they constitute a document of vast importance 
to the charch and kingdom of Christ, as they 
develop many precious and glorious principles, 
which should govern the conduct of the chil- 
dren of God. We ask for them a careful per- 
rusal, by our readers, being satisfied that al] 
who do so will feel themselves amply rewarded. 


Exper Ripon, has returned from his mis- 
siom to the east, in good health and spirits—the 
_ prospects are greatly brightening in the places 
which he visited—the brethren are rejoicing in 
the glorious light and liberty of the gospel. 


There have been several additions t 
ehurch in this city, since our last. 


_ PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


of the state of New York—he has baptized 6— 


traveled. 
Elder C. Hodges informes us verbally, that 


he has been laboring in the western and interior 


en permited to initiate 1 souls into the king- 
dom, by baptism. He labored a part of his 
time in company with elder Hatch—they were 
blessed of the Lord, and feel to rejoce greatly 
in his goodness unto them. They have just 
lefton a mission into the state of Ohio; may 


ly, is our desize. 


MINUTES, 
Of a Conference of the Church of Christ held at 
Phsladelphs 
October and closing on the 8th, 1845. 


Temperance, at the corner of Sixth and Haines 
Streets, at 9 o’clock A. M. agreeably to pre- 
vious notice, and was called to orderby Presi- 
dent Rigdon, and tne meeting opened by read- 
ing and singing the 46th hymn, “Lo! what 
an interesting sight,” after which he bowed 
and dedicated the meeting by solemn prayer. 

Elders W. E. M’Lellin and J. M. Cole 


Our hearts are cheered, very frequently 
with the joyful tidings of the rapid spread o 
the glorious principles of the gospel of peace— 
that truth is prevailing over the spirit of apos- 
tacy and error. We have of late received let- 
ters from different branches of the church 


took their seats as secretaries. — 

President Rigdon, then arose, and stated, 
that some of the brethren were absent whose 
presence was necessary, and who were ex- 
pected te arrive at 120’clock, M. and that 
there could net be much business done by 
the conference until their arrival. He then 


a 


art of the state of New York, where he has © 


the Lord go with, and prosper them abundant- 


ja, commencing on the 6th, of — 


Conference met at the Hall of the Sons of | 
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refered tothe minutes of the Pittsburgh con-|way is straight, and few there be that find it. 
ference, and read over the names of the ab-|} A solemn and awful covenant most be 
sentees of the grand council at that conference.;made between the man, who obtaines the 
and stated that George Morey and J. B. Bos |fulness of the Priesthood, and his God, the 
worth had been to Pittsburgh and had been/breaking of which will settle his destiny for 
eonsecrated; that Ja’s Twist, John W. Lat-jever. Noman of thia kingdom can prevail 
son, John Evans, John Hardy and Wm. D./from this until the end, unless he enter into 
Wharton had all signified their intentions not|solemn covenants with his brethren and his 
to stand in their places; their places therefore) God. 
must be filled. The~President then made the} Presideat Rigdon then said, as brother 
following observations with regard to those] Winchester is present, he wished to know his 
who had declined standing in their places in}feelings relation to going forward with us in 
the council. | his place. Brother Winchester aroge and 
Men have a right to withdraw, and we/said, he was not yet determined what course 
have no right to follow them with bitterness,/to pursue. | 
envey, or jealousy. Lettheircharacter be for-; The names of the members of the grand 
ever sacred in our hands. Let the tongue|council, were then called, and-they took their 


that is set on fire of hell be silent forever.—jseats. viz 


Let the pen that is dipped in bitterness be|J. M. Cole Wao. E. M’Lellin 
silent forever. These men have the righi|Sam’l. Bennett | Jas. Blakeslee 
either to centinue in their calling, or they|J. H. Newton = Sam’l. G. Flagg 


have the right to withdraw from it, and we|Wm. Hutechirgs J. G. Divine — 
have no right to say tothem, nay. Itisa matter|Edward M’Clain Leonard Soby 
between them and their God, and let the Lord|/John Robinson E. B. Wingate. ._ 
dispose of it as seemeth good unto himself.| ,.,Sidaay Rigdon... 
He made some very appropriate remarks} The President then stated, that inasmoch. 
concerning the conduct of the members of the)/as a quorum of the T'welve were not, présent, 
grand council with one another. He said itithe character of the conference would be 
was not the duty of one member of this coun-/changed, and it would be a conference of the 
cil to spend his time in laboring with another|grand council, and other authorities of the 
member of this council, whom he might find|church in attendance, instead of a conference 
out of his place. If you find any one in faultjof the Twelve. it oe : 
in this grand couneil, leave him inthe hands} Elder M’Lellin then made some remarks, 
of his God, and the Lord will take care ofhim./exhorting his brethren to have faith in God 
Ifhe is found out of his place, when thejand be careful. | 
eouncil ig called to do business, another will| Brother Winchester then wished for iofor- 
be put in his place and no questions asked.—j/mation on certain points of doctrine or organi- 
This is a calling before God, that men must|zation, saying that his mind was in difficalties 
contend for, against{principalities and powers,|and darkness, to which President Rigdon re- | 
and spiritnal wickedness in high places; for|plied, that this was not a proper time for the 
he, who will not contend for his own crown,|explanations desired; the conference was not 
another more worthy will take it. organized, and could not attend to any busi- 
Brethren, the time is coming, when one|ness until it wags—that there had been a saf- 
man cannot hold another, but each mustificient time and opportunity for said explan- 
_ stand or fall for himself. If we attempt tojations before the conference commenced.— 
save one another by settling every little quib-| He then read hymn 134 ‘Joy to the world, the 
ble ae may arisé in the minds of individuals,|Lord will come,” and after singing, and a few 
we will have enough todo—more’ than wejremarks by the president, the conference ad- 
cando. We must stand voluntarily in our/journed until 2 o’clock P. M. Benediction by 
high calling, or we cannotstand at all. Ajelder James Blakeslee. ‘ 
man is faithful only when he has faith—| 2 o’clock P. M. Conference metagreeably 
done thou good*and faithful servant,”|to adjournment. The names of the grand 
saith the Lord. Be not concerned about yourjcouncil being called. Elder Hugh Herring- 
lives—or characters when falsely assailed by/shaw came and took his seatjin the council.— 
your enemies, leave them both in the hands of/Hymn 168 “Father of mercies in thy hous2” 
God. Brethren, walk with God and he will|was read and sung by the eongregation.— 
take care of yon. Your lives and characters|Elder S. Bennett then dedicated the after- 
are both in his hands, and neither men nor'noon servises by solemn prayer. 
devils can destroy them without his permis-| President Rigdon then arose and said, the 
sion. Brethren the Kingdom of Heaven is/first item of business was to fill up the vacan- 
not a system of tyranny, neither is it a“ piace|cies in the grand council, and he felt spened 
mit, can lord it over God’s heritage,jto make some observations concerning the re- 


will not tyrannize overt any man, neither will}lation which the members of this body or coun- 


Tsay to gny.man but once, “thus saith thejcil bore toward one another. He said, no 
Lerd’’ in relation to any ane matter, and then/difficulties between members of this coun- 


L will leave biq in the hands of his God. ‘Thejeil ceuld be brought before the council to be 
pres 


| 
| 
| 
| 
4 


894 


seitied, at any time when the conncil wer 
called together to trarsirct business for the 


tharch, en-h heoveer mem 
hers f this body's presented, 2 tim 
surely prove fatal te one or both. AL 


_ difficulties cetwees mecnbers of the counet! 
be disposed of otherwise thin in confer 
ence assinbled to take into consideration th: 
affairs of the kingdom of God. If all the 
world, cet wrong, the members of the grani 
council are expectec to stand in the ways of 
God, supporting the law of theceles‘ial king. 
doin, Standing in his plice, each one for him. 
self, befire his God. henevera meinber 

is called upon to stand in his place in the 
grand council, and has got his mind in such 
a situation before God tnat he cannot do it. 
and refuses to take his place, no-effort will 
be made on the part of his brethren, to induce 
him todo so, but another will be appointed 
to stand in his place, and there the matter 
ends—ihe person thus refusing loses his 
crown and another takes it. 


The President then made the following ob- 


servations or promises. Promises and bless- 
ings (to individuals) are made conditionally 
only. They certify that men can obtain the 
things promised by a strict obedience to all 
the laws and institntions of heaven, appointed 
of the Lord for that purpose, and that it is their 
privilege and within their power to obtain said 
promises and blessings. All blessings pro- 
nounced by patriarchs or other persons, author- 


ised to speak in thename of the Lord, are 
given upon this principle; and no patriarch or 


other person, authorised to speak in the name 
of the Lord, can make any promise or bless- 
ing, delivered to an individual, absolute. 11 
matters not what forms of expression may 
be used. 

The President then proceeded to make nom- 
inations to fill the vacancies in the grand coun- 
cil. First brother Wm. Sanborn of Phila. 
delphia, was nominated, and seconded by W. 
E. M’Lellin, and received by the unanimous 
vote of the whole council. Elder S. came 
forward and received his ordination. 

Brother James M'*Dowell of Pittsburgh 
was nominated, and seconded by brother S. 
Bennett, and was received by a unaimous vote 
of the council, and Pesident Rigdon was au- 
thorised to ordain him onhis return to Pitts. 
bargh. 


_ Brother Harvey Whitlock of lowa was 


al character, and capabilities, and soundness in 


vo'e of the counell. 

Beother Join Prince of Pittshnrgh was 
then nominate’, and seconded by brother M’ 
Lellin, and received by unanimous vote of the 
eouneil. | 

Brother George M. Hinkle was nominated 
t fill the vacancy inthe quorum of the Twelve, 
ovcasioned by ehangirg the place «f brother, 
J. M. Cole to another office, and was accept- 
ed by the unanimous vote of the council. 


sident then arose and said, that he had some 
things in relation to the kingdom of heaven, 
which were of importance to be said at this 
time. He said, thatall religious societies had 
some particular principle or principles upon 
which they organized or that gave rise to 
their organization. 
what they call a confession of faith or creed, 
and the belief of the respective members in the 
faith or doctrines set forth in that creed or 
confession of faith, was the thing or things 
which gave rise to their organization, and as 
long as they continue to believe in those 
items of faith and doctrine, and obeyed the 
laws set forth in thatinstrament for their gov 
erment, 80 long their organization existed; 
but if at any time their belief and practice 
changed, their organization changed or ceas- 
ed to exist with it. | 

Other societies received the bible as their 
only creed without any other written instra- 
ment, and upon this principle they formed 
their organization; and as Jong as they con- 
tinue to agreein their views of the doctripe 
and practice taught by the bible, so long that 
organization existed; but when they disagree 
with regard to the doctrines, ordinances and 
commandments as set forth in the bible, their 
organization of necessity became deranged, if 
not dissolved. | 

We also, have some certain principles, 
which gave rise to our organization, but they. 
are not that of written creeds, or that of mere~ 
ly acknowledging the bible to be the revela-~ 
tions of God, though this last item we do ac- 
knowledge, to as high a degree as any people 
lever did, now do, or ever will hereatter. 

But notwithstanding our firm belief in the 
present written revelations of God, contained 


in the Bible, Book of Mormon, and Book of 
Doctrine and Covenants, still we might have 


next nominated, and seconded by brotherjhad that belief with unshaken confidence and 
Blakeslee. Elders Blakeslee and M’L.ellinjthis organization would not have been inex- 


testified of his moral character, qalifications, 
works of faith &c. when he was received by 
the unanimous vote of the conferenee. 

- Brother W. James of Laharpe Illinois, was 
nominated, and seconded py brother Newton, 
and received by the unanimous vote of the 


council. 


isténce. The principle then upoh which this or- 
ganization came into being,is our belief in our 
right and privilege before God to obtain reve- 
lation for oursel res, suited to our own situation 
and adapted to our condition and fature pros- 


perity in thé relation which we now’bear to hea 


ven,to each other,and to the world of mankind. | 


Brother Edwin Mitchell of St. Lonis, was|And the necessity which we have for such 
nofsinated, and seconded by brother S. Ben-jrevelations in the last days, in order that we 
nett, who spoke of his correct deportment, mor-imay be enabled to stand, and escape the 


the faith, and was received by the unanimous © 


Afier the vacancies were all filled the pre- _ 


Some societies formed 


| 


< 


judgments and calamiues, whicn will afflic'}will see the necessi'y of every individual 
and desolate the, world, and overthrow a.) the|keeping his heart and his mind right snd ope. 
organizations, religious and political, that men|vefore God, that the Lord may at any tine use 
have organized and established for their ow:).im as ancracle, that his house may be kept 
benefit; and believing as we do, that nv orgas-|in orler before him, and that his will may be 
ization can atand in the midst of the destuc-jdune upon earth even as it is done in heaven. 
tions that shall desolate and Jay wast th-/ (men. | | 
«  .world, unless there is power in the priesthuod| The president proceded to make further ob- 
of that organization to get direct revelation) servations respecting the spirit which should 
fran heaven for their direction—as also ou |characterize the members of the church and 
beller that we have obtained in times pas |yovern their actions. You are all members 
direct revelation from heaven for our direction,|of tue kingdom of heaven, and as such, there 
do now receive them, and will continue to dvjare certain principles which must pr: dominate 
— so until the time of the end. 12 is in couse-jin your hearts, and govern your conduct; your 
‘quence of this our belief that this organizi-/,im must be to he approved in the sight of 
tion has come into exiatence; and as long as|God, and to seek honor only at the hand of God, 
we continue in our present belief our organiza-jif you seek honor at the hand of one another, 
tion will exist. But if our heltef in shaeelgou cannot do it without inflicting injury on 
points change, our organization will cea-e with}»ne another. We can only be justified in 
thatchange. Thia thenis ourcreed or con-jthe sight of God when we seek the honor 
feasion of faith, and this is what gave our or-|which cometh from God only. itis a spirit 
ganization an existence. ofexaltation disapproved of in the sight of 
The president further observed that he wish-jGod, which inakes men seek to be honored of 
ed to set before that conference in aclear poinijone another, and he, that exalteth himself, 
of light, in cunnection with the principle uponjshall be abased, isan unchangable law of the 
which our orgznization existed and stood, anjkingdom of heaven. It is this spirit of ex- 
item of law which had been received by the|altation, which makes men so keen to pers 
Pittshargh conference, for the goverment of|ceive the errors and mistakes of others—it 
the grand council. The item of law, al-|prompts him. to seek occasion against his bro- 
Iuded to, was the one, which. prohibited|ther, in order thathe may be exalted above 
any member of the coancil to veto anyjhim to gratify the pride of his own heart.—_ 
measures passing said council without di-|Be careful then, when yon find a disposition 
| rect revelation. It will be seen by the fore-jin your heart to find fault with yoor brother, 
i. going facts in relation to our faith, that thisjlest that spirit blind the mind, darken the 
organization came into being upon the princi-janderstanding, lead you into the snare of the 
| ple of direct revelation, now exiats upon it.{devil, and ycu beoverthrown. Let not broth- 
and will continue to do so, unti! the time ofjer seek occasion against brother—let him not 
| the end. Admitting then any person to veto|seek to exalt himself by abasing his brother— 
@ measure passing by that council merely up-jlet him not seek to obtain hcnor by display~ 
on his own judgment without direct revelation|ing his sagacity in finding fault with his bro~ 
from God justifying his doing so, would bejther, in exposing his frailties and foibles to the 
to offer violence to our organization, putting| view of the world—let no one attewpt tocorrect 
at defiance the principle upon which it camejthe real or supposed errors of another for the | 
into existence, it would be beginning in revela-|purpose of being approved in the sight of men , 
- tion, and terminating apon the mere juigment|—let no one come into the council of God to f 
of a man; and in its very consequences woald|show his own wisdom, his own intelligence, 
dissolve the whole organization, The vetojand his own superiority. The council of jf 
power which the Lord placed in that coun-}God is not a place ordained for the purpose of 
cil was a conservative principle that the Lord|giving men an opportunity to display their tal- | 
held himself, in his own hands, to be ex-jents, nor their greatness, but a place that God 
ercised at all times when the Lord considered|has ordained for the purpose of revealing him- 
it necessary. ‘This power ie not vested injzelf to mankind, and of making his will and 
the president of thie council, but is common|parpose known respecting the world. In all 
to every member; that if the mind of the pre-jy«ur interconse with each other and with your 
_sident ‘should at any time be in darkness,|fellow men, act as though God alone saw you, 
or any mémber. or members of the counciljand men saw you hot, or never would. Do 
should be in drakness, (for we all admit the/you desire to be great men? let the Lord lead 


hie'wisdom may’ hones the” co 
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bility of man, and it is upon this principlejyou to the only trne greatness—when he 
that God established all his organizations a~jchastises, bear it with meekness—when he re- : 
mongst men,) in the mind of the Lord it was|/bakes, endure it with patience, hamble your-~ | 
, not possible that every member of the council|selves under the mighty hand of God; remem- | 
at the same whom the Lord loves 
any subject: he therefore reserved to’ himéelfjchastens, and scourges every son whom : 
the right of making the értor by Thersforg when you arechastened = 
tevelation to such member’ of the council eral 
tion; for if you ehdare not chastening, thea you 


are not sons but bastards. 
kingdom of heaven you have two important| 


of heaven have to learn. 


"Wright, Thos. 
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As meunhers of the 


lessons to learn—not render evil for evil, railing 


for railing. This is a hard lesson to learn and 


few have ever learned it. It is one of the last 
lessons, which the members of the kingdom 
Whena man has 
learned this lesson, so that he ean practice it, 
he is nigh unto perfection. ‘The next and last 
lesson to be learned is to trust in God—this 
is the last act, the last effort of the human 


- mind. Man will try everything else before he 
will try that—he will grasp at every support 


er prop until al] has fled, and last of all he 
will yield himself up into the hands of his God 
to be disposed of as the Lord may choose, and 


‘there, at last, the mind finds rest from all the 
‘troubles, anxieties and fears, which have af- 
flicted him. | 
dom of God, these principles must gain the 


If ever you triumph in the king- 


ascendency in your hearts; otherwise you will 


fall, and another will take your crown. 


Hethen addressed the sisters, admon- 
ishing them in the name of the Lord, that if 


they desired to be found accepted of him, that 


they must humbie themselves; for so did the 
prophetesses of old, that they en come into 
the presence of God, and to obtain council 
and instruction from on high, and enjoy the pro- 
mised blessings, and be partakers with the 
prophets of the living Godin the joys and 


eternal felicities which would follow tne tri- 
-umph of this last kingdom which God haa es- 
tablished. 


The president here said he would not make 
any more remarks at the present, but that 
we would adjourn until to-morrow morning 
at 9 o’clock A.M. 

Brother Winchester arose and requested to 
know what position he wasto consider him- 
self to occupy in the council. President 
Rigdon replied that the council deemed his 
withdrawal voluntary—-some conversation, 
ensued and mutual explanations. The presi- 
dent then read hymn 166, ‘*How pleasing to 
behold and see,”’ afier it was sung by the con- 
gregation, the conference adjourned to meet 
at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Prayer by 
elder Herringshaw. 

Tuesday Oct. 7. 9o’clock A. M. Con- 
ference met agreeably to adjournment, and 
opened ey singing hymo 22,0 Jesus the 
giver of all we enjoy” after which themorning 
session was dedicated to Godin solemn pray- 
er by Elder L. Soby. Elder M’Lellin called 
the roll, and a quorum being present, the pre- 
sident arose and proceeded to make some re- 
marks on the misunderstanding of some 
members on the preceeding day. 7 
"The conference was then organized by the 
members of each quorum takiny their seats by 


Braidwood. 


Samuel Ely. | 
Elder Winchester arrived, and was called 


upon to know what course he would choose. 
He arose and made some remarks and resum- 
ed his seat in tears without determining.— 
President Rigdon arose and. made some ex- 
planatory remarks, saying that brother W. 
might take his seat in the grand council—in the 
quorum of the Twelve, or othewice as a high 
priest, elder or private member. Elder W. 
arose and said, that he would leave his stand- 
ing in fature with his brethren. The grand 
council voted to a man that he should take a 

seat amongthem. Elder W. then came for- 
ward in the midst of tears of joy and’ took his 

seat, 

_ ‘The president then arose and said he wish- 

ed to takeelder J. M. Cole out of the quorum 

of the Twelve, and jet elder G. M. Hinkle 


occupy hisplace inthatquorum. Voted unan- 
imously. 
The elders were then called upon to know 
how many would volunteer to preach the gos- 
pel by traveling in the world. Elder Braid- 
wood desired to go to England, whose requegt 
was granted by a unanimous vote. Eider 
Copeland said, he had long desired to go and ~ 
preach the gospel, he was ready to go, trust- 
ing in God, if the council desired—whereup- 
on the conference unanimously voted that he 
be permitted to go according to his request 
under the directioh of the conference. kider 
Nichols said, he incended to see distant lands 
and preach the gospel, but was not yet pre- | 
pared to go. 
The brethren of the grand council were 
then called upon to know how many causd L's 
forth to preach the gospel. ‘T'he president ob- 
served, that the Twelve were standing volan- 
teers for life. We call not on them, but how 
is it with others. oe, 
Elder M’Lain said he intended to preach 
all in his power—that he should, after sustian- 
ing his family, spend all his timein preaching. 
Elder Soby said, he could travel but little, 
but was willing and determined todo all i 
his power to help roll forth the glorious wor 
of the kingdom of God. 
Elder Wm. Stanley gave some account of 
the state of things in his neighborhood, and 
thought the prospect favorable for preaching, 
|—he never had preached but felt desirous to 
do all in his power—he thonght he should 
break through after a while—he, suid his fait 
was strong in the great work, was not afrai 
of our principles failing bnthad great confi- 
the truth and triumph of the kingdom 
Elder Hugh Herringshaw stated that he 


Priest; Jos. Reeve. ‘Peacher; 


had been laboring with his hands in order to 


themselves, and the oldest man of each quoram/settle his business—he had preached some 


as follows: High 
Nichols, James Gardner. 


riests; Jessejand found people anxious to hear—he had 

\ders; Aaron|baptized seventeen—related a vision of dis- 

. Roberts; Asa operant, Wm. Hobbie, A. E.|tant land and his preaching to the people — 
$. Woodbury, and Thomas|thereof—about Christmas he would be free to 


i 
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wishan efder to go with me. 
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go forthin the ministry—that he felt strong 
inthe Lord and determined to go ahead in 
the glorious cause in which he had engaged: 

Elder James Blakeslee gave a history of 
his ministry, since last conference, through 
the western country—reported a hundred and 
thirty baptized ix three branches of the church 
made many excellent remarks about trusting 
in God—for food, for raiment, for himself and 
family. He further said, here 1 am—send me 
where you please—l go in the name of the 
Lord. | 

Elder Winchester said, that he did not 
know what was best for him to do—I leave 
myself in your hands. : 

Elder Sanborn was willing todo whatever 
was wisdom for him. : 

Elder Newton remarked, that he had been 
rather an idler—was sorry he had not attended 
conference last spring—he continued—I am: 
now before the grand council todo my duty 
—I feel as though 1 must go and preach— 
wois me if ldo not—my faith is unshaken 
in God, in this work, and in my calling. 

Elder J, Robinson said I feel more to-day 
_ dike lifting up my voice to proclaim the gos- 
pel than l ever did before inall my life—I 
am determined to go and todo my duty—the 
door is open whereI live—when it closes 1 
shall go where the Lord directs. - : 

| Elder Wingate said, f embraced the work 
of God of the last days for the salvation of 
my soul—l went to Nauvoo expecting to 
make it my home—but O, I found it a prison, 
a penitentiary; but I thank the Lord I have 
been pardotied out of it—I have my eye upon 
a foreign land: when I go into the field | wish 
to be freed from the world—I think] shall 
not be able to preach until after the next con- 
ference, 

Elder Hatchings said, since the last con- 
ference 1 have been greatly hlessed the most 
of the'time—of late t have not been so much 
blest, aa my mind has been mostly occupied 
with temporal business, but I intend as soon 
as my circumstances will permit, to go forth 
and laborin the ministry. 

Elder Divine said, my faith in this work is 
unshaken; I have, since our last conference, 
baptized but eight or. ten. He then gave a 
short history of his ministry, and said, I am 
willing to travel and preach this winter, buy 


At half past 1! o’clock brothers Leach and 
Jenks arrived from New York and took their 


e conferenee then sung hymn 163, My, 


God’s the spring of all my joys,” and ad- 
journed until 2 o’clock P. M. by prayer by 
elder Winchester. | | 


| 


| Elder G. ‘I’. Leach said, that since the last 
conference I have Jabored mostly in the city 
of New York. We have been blest in that 
city—the church there is in a healthy condi- 
tion, ey in the froth. 1am ready todo — 
the will of the Lord—the God that 1 worship 
will order all things right in this kingdom— 
he will not require of me more, nor ary thing, 
which I cannot do. I realize that we must 
press forward and that our faith keep pace 
with the work in which we are engaged—we 
must meet the ancients, prophets, apostles 
and seers; in order to do so, we must get as 
much if not more faith than they had. 

Bider S. G. Flagg “gave his history for 
some years past, detailing many particulars 
in a very interesting and humorous style.— 
He compared the church of Christ to & ladle | 
containing several different pieces of lead, 
placed over a fire and .when melted they all 
run together intoone common mass; thus there 
are no Jonger many pieces but one—showing 
thereby that we should all become one. He 
expressed his unshaken confidence in the 
work, and his determination to press forward 
in this glorious cause. | g 

Elder J. W. Jenks said, it is a pleasure 
for me to stand before you, though 1 doit with 
diffidence. I have done but little in the vine- 
yard of the Lord; probably my time has not 
yetcome. Seven years since I discovered a 
jewel—I sought it—I pursued it—I obtained 
it—I never have been sorry—I never expect 
tobe. Why am I here this afternoon? be- 
cause I love truth. A man cannot be deceiv- 
ed who loves the truth with all his heart, My 
mind is fixed—I fee] to go forward without 
faltering—-nothing but death could have pre- 
vented me from coming to this conference, in 
order to receive the fullness of my dedication 
to God. | 

Voted that elder S, Bennett have leave of 
absence in consequence of the situation of his 
family. | 

Elder J. M. Cole arose and gave his histo- 
ry since conference—he had labored in coms 
pany with president S. James, in La Harpe, 
Ill., and had baptized 15 persons. In the 
course of his address he related an important 
occurrence, viz., the ministration of an holy 
angel, which had visited him the latter part 
of thissummer. One evening while lying on 
his sofa in his room alone, laboring under 
deep anxiety of mind in relation to some im- 
portant matters pertaining to the prosperity of 
Zion, a messenger sigod by him in person ‘and 
spoke to him as aman speaks to his friend, 
and informed him: that the difficalties that he 
had apprehended were being removed. The 
messenger informed him that he himself had 


2 o'clock M. conference met agreeably 
to adjourninent, and opened by singing hymn 
96, *Come, you that | 
atid was dedicated by salemn prayer by elder 


reports of the elders were then continued. |bis v 


pointed out to elder Rigdon, at Pittsbargh, the — 
place for the final location of Zion, about 


love the Savior’s name,”|which he (Cole) had had so many anxieties— _ 


that while the angel was thus conversing 
with him, a vision of the place was opened to 
iew, and he Jooked upon the fand, npen 
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cumstances to elders Samuel James, Lewi- 
James, J. B. Buzworth and cthers, and as 


the buildings, upon the water courses, upon| 
the roads; and the vision w38s so minute that 
he could go to the place, though in a country 
where he had never been—that he saw elder 
Rigdon standing upon a bridge, which wae 
near the place, and the angel standing point- 
ing it out to him, and using these remarkable 
words, **On this Jand shal! Zion be built nev- 
er more to he throwndown.”’ Healso saw ir 
the vision, elder P. Boyer go to the place, 
and make purchase of the land and pay the 
eum of $1500—and he found when he came 
onto Pittsburgh, that the facis, which the 
angel had shown him more than a 1000 miles 
from the scer.e, had all transpired. And th. 
angel gave him as proof that he had told him 
the truth, that he would receive a letter from 
elder Rigdon, ina few days, informing him 
of the facts of the land leing found and the 
purchase made; and to his great gratificatior 
and inexpressible joy, within three days th 
said lettercame. He further stated, that af 
ter he conversed with the angel, and before he 
had received the letter, he ha! related the cir- 


suerd them that such a letter would be receiv 

ed in a very few days, for that was the third, 
time that that angel had visited him, and all 
things which he had told him at his previous 
visits, he had found to be true; and that Ke 
knew this would prove to be true also. In 
consequence of these manifestations; my fait! 
in this work has never «avered, it cannot wa- 
ver. 1 feel to put my shoulder to the whee! 
and keep it there. 

Elder S. Bennett, previous to leaving the 
conference, arore, and in a most eloquent and 
pathetio address, set forth his feelings, his 
views, and his confidence, in relation to the 

reat cause in which, we are engaged: exhort- 
ng the bretlisen to be strong in the faith, tw 
be united in ldve, and to persevere in righte- 
ousness; testifying unto them that he knew 
fur himeelf by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
that the work in which we are engaged was 
of God, and that our triumph was sure and 
our reward certain—that he had opened his 
mouth in this cause, and that. he intended it 
should not be closed again until the work tri- 
umphed gloriously—that he had devoted 
self to God, and intended to persevere and 
cease not his efforts until he should have fin 
ished his work and had secured the crown 
forever that the Lord had designed to offer 
him. And with many other things did he 
exhort and admonish the brethren, with the 
tears streaming from his eyes, saying to them 
fear not for the kingdom is ours, and we will 
triumph gloriously. During this address, ev- 
ery heart was softened, the countenances of 
the members of the conference brightened 
with hope, a flow of joy burst forth from their 
hearts, while tears were flowing bountifully, 


uf the conf- rence while the blessing and ben- | 
ediction of every heart went with him. 

Elder W. E. McLellin arose and made a 
few very pertinent remarks, respecting hia 
faith sf confidence in the truth of the work— 
that his intention was to devote himself en- 
tirely to the canse. 3 | 

Most of the brethren having related their | 
aeveral experiences, presented in a condensed © 
forin, a flood of intelligence of the most cheer- 
ing and animati:g kind, which filled our — 
hearts with joy and gladness, and showed 
that the harvest is truly ripe and great, bunt la- ~ 
borers are few. A voice from the east, a. 
viice from the west, a voice from the north, 
and a voice from the south, crying help, help, 
help, help; send us laborers, send us laborers. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, 
the president read the 16th hymn, ‘Behold 
the sure foundation stone,”’ which was sung 
by the conference. At the time of the ad- 
journment, elder Nichols requested the floor 
to make some remarks on the following morn: 
ing, which was cranted, fi 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o’- 
clock. Prayer by elder Nichols. 
Wedneeday, 9 o’clock A. M,. Oct. 8, 1845, 
conference met agreeably to adjournment, and 
opened by singing the 5th hymn, **Ye child- 
ren of the Lord,” after which the morning 
s+rvice was dedicated in solemn prayer by 
elder T. Braidwood. 

The roll being called, elder Swackhammer 
just arriving took his seat in the grand council. 

Elder Niehols, having a right to the fioor © 
by the grant of the conference of the preceed~ 
ing evening, arose and :nade some remarks 
relative to elder Bennett. He said he had 
heen acquainted with the labors of brother 
Bennett since he came into that part of the 
country, and that he had been faithful and 
devoted to the cause—that there had been no 
negligence on the part of brother B. in dis- 
charging his duty, and doing the will of God, 
and that he spoke from actual knowledge of 
his labors and « fforts in the cause. | 

Elder Gardner then arose ani made a few 
remarks—expressing his confidence and strong 
belief in the work, and his desire to go forth 
and proclaim the gospel ag soon as possible. 

Eider McLain, stated that when called up- 
on yesterday to present his views to the con- ° 
ference, he di¢ not know that his experience | 
was expected; and that he would now relate 
it with permission; which being granted, he 
related the same, and referred to some feelings 
in the branch at Philadelphia with regard to 
himself. When elders Sandborn, presiding 
elder of the Philadelphia hranch of the ehurch, 
arose and expressed his good feeling towards 
elders McL.zin and Divine, and bore testimo- 
ay to the good feelings of the branch towards 

em. 

Elder Swackhammer arose and related his 


and every feeling melting together in love.— 
At the close of the address, he took his leave 
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experience since the Pittsburgh conference. © 
The president then stated, that in conses 
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quence of the absolute neressity of severa 
members leaving at 12 o'clock M. who wish- 
ed to he consecrated before they went, we 
- would waive other basiness for the present, 
and proceed immediately to the consecratjon. 
’ The ladies then withdrew, 

The president then took the oi! in his hands 
and in the midst of the several qaorums, all 
standing, with hands raised towards heaven. 

renounced the solemn consecration. 

Elders Blakeslee and Herringshaw, of the 

nora'n of the ‘I'welve, were appointed to per- 
orm the washing—who proceeded to wash, 
first, elder J. W. Jenks, and then in succes 
sion, E. B. Wingate, Benj. Winchester, Jos. 
Reeve, J. H. Newton, John Robinson, and 
Asa Copeland—afier which they were all an- 
ointed, and biest through the spirit of prophe- 
cy. by president Rigdor. 

The house being called to order, elder W. 
E. M'Lellin read the covenant of the grand 
council, when all the assembly arose to thei: 
feet and assented to the same, with uplifted 
hands to he.ven and a solemn AMEN. 

The newly consecrated brethren then sign- 
ed their namies to the covenant, and also to 
the artiele, delegating their authority to the 
body of the grand council to act for them in 
case of their individual absence. 

The president ten stated to the conference 
his communieation from the Lord, respecting 
the inheritance fur the gathering of the saints, 
and « f his action thereon. He thenaddressed 
elder J. W. Jerks, and asked him if he 
would act in the place to which he had been 
appointed by revelation, as one of the. commit 
tee : f- finance, to which elder Jenks replied. 
he would. The president then asked for a: 
expression of approbation or disappr bation 
of this council opon what he had done res- 
peeting that business. Hes id he would not 
move any farther without their approval.— 
Tue question. f approval being put by rising 
to their fet; every me.uber arose to his feet 
in approval. 

‘The president then said, I am satisfied, l can 
now rest. He then read a hymn, which was 
sung by the congreyation, after which the 
conterence adjourned till half past 2 v’clock 


of the grand council, in all cases where they 
could be had, and that this solemn ordivance 
in nocase should be administered only by 
those who are well instfucted and able to do 
it agreeably to the intention of heaven in in- 
stituting it. He then stated, let no travelling 
elder go into any organized hranch of the 
charch, and exercise, or pretend to exercise 
authority over it, without the request, or the 
authority of the branch, ori's presiding officer. 

He further stated, let no man take the res- 
ponsibility to lay his hands upon the head of 
anv man from Nauvoo to ordain him to any 
office. If one from Nauvoo ig to be ordained, 
let it be done ata general conference, where 
tiere will be persons, who will be able to 
make the conference acquainted with the per- 
3on’s true character. 

The president then observed, that he would 
as:en the conference to a close; and as there 
were many there who had wished instruction 
from the conference, we would have to take 
such a course as would enable us to give the 
desired instuction in the shortest manner and 
fewest words. He then said to the confer- 
ence, that he would call opon all the elders 
and authorities of the church, and members 
nresent, to express before the conference the 
desires of their hearts and we would take a 
vote to see whether the conference would 
grant itor not. He observed, that the mem- 


bers of the conference must be careful uot to © 


desire anything which would do themselves 
an injury, lest we shouid grant their request 
and they be eo:pelled to do it, that it was 


1 state before God, as to ennable him to desire- 
nothing but what was right before the Lord; 

ind in case they did, on this occasion, desire 
things whieh were not right before the Lord, 

hind the. conference sho::ld grant them their 
desire, and it should prove a curse and a 
cc. urge to themselves, it would learn them 
in future to ponder the path of thuir feet, and 

t. correct the errors of their heart before the 
Ltd, so that they would not again express a 

desire bef. re the council of the Most High, 

re may prove a rod of ~hastisement to them- 
selves. 


P. M. Prayer by elder ‘T. Weodbury. | 

Half past 2 o’clok P. M. conference met 
pursuant to adjournment—the roll heing call 
. ed, the president read hymn 27, “My soul is. 
fall of peace and love,”—alter sinuing, the 
afiernoon sessi.n was consecrated in solem. 
prayer by elder G. ‘I’. Leach. 

The president stated the necessity of hast- 
ening with our basiness, as many of our breth- 
ren would have tv be dismissed so as tv leave 
the city for N. York in the 5 o'clock b at 
this alterroon. He shen proceeded to instruc: 
_ the conference in relation to the purchase. of 

our inheritance. 

The president then proceeded to instruct the 
conference that all the washings and anoiot- 


ings must be done by the travelling members|¢ 


_ They were then called upon individually to 
express their desires, and each one arose in 
his place, and expressed his desire in few 
words—all of which were granted by vote of 
the conference, individually—with oe or two 
‘xcepiions, where the dese was modified by 
the conference, owing to certain existing cir- 
cumsiances.* 

Eider Winchester ar:se, and moved that 
this conference adjourn to meet in Pittsborgh 
0, the 6th of April, at 9 o’clock A. M., 1846, 
which was seconded by elder Newton, and 


rried in the affirmative. without a dissenti 
voice. Afier which, elder G. T. Leach rea 
ymn, 171, **When shall we all meet again,” 
* The Secretary having failed to make a re- 
of these desires, we are unable to give them. 


avery inan’s privilege to have hjs heartinsnch 
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